
(Cont’d from pg. 1) of the powerful spoken word. Italian
actors Ugo Pagliai and Paola Gassman came to Toronto to
perform, joined by local actor Tony Nardi in 2009. This year,
however, the concert will be entirely in music, a
demonstration of the influence the great Italian poets have had
on world culture.

The piano recital on April 17 will feature the talented
Andrea Botticelli playing three pieces by Franz Liszt based on
three Petrarcan sonnets. Liszt titled his composition Annees de
Pelerinage (Italie), based on Sonetto 47, Sonetto 104, and
Sonetto 123, by Francesco Petrarca. Ms. Botticelli is a graduate
of the Glenn Gould School of the Royal Conservatory and the
University of Toronto, and has studied with many of Canada’s
leading pianists and teachers. 

Soprano Jessica Scarlato will sing the beautiful aria “O
mio Babbino Caro,” from the opera Gianni Schicchi by
Giocomo Puccini. This light opera is based on an incident
described in Dante’s Inferno. Jessica has been part of the music
programs run by Centro Scuola, both the Schola Cantorum
Children’s Choir, and the Palestrina Chamber Chorus. She also
takes Master Classes at the Columbus Centre as she completes
her degree in vocal music from York University this year.

Also on the program for this special night is the Italian
pianist Alessio Averone. He will come to Toronto to play the
Dante Sonata by Franz Liszt, a stirring tribute to the poet by
the dynamic 19th century composer. Mr. Averone, a native of
Vercelli, Piedmont, graduated from the Turin Conservatory of
Music in 1986. His training with prestigious private teachers
helped to launch his career as a soloist with chamber groups
and symphonies in Europe and North America. The final
operatic piece will be “Il lamento di Federico” from the opera
L’Arlesiana by Francesco Cilea, to be sung by tenor Joey
Niceforo. Joey is also a former member of the Palestrina
Chamber Chorus. He returns to Toronto after several
successful years of building his singing career in British
Columbia.

By holding this concert in the Columbus Centre, guests
will be able to visit the fine collection of paintings, rare
editions, and publications displayed in the Casa Dante, located
in the top floor of the Joseph D. Carrier Gallery.

Admission at the door is $20 for adults, $10 for students.

(Cont’d from pg. 1)regarded cultural  exchange between Italy
and North America. The new location for this year is Policoro,
in Lucania. Known as “the Venice of the South,” this historic
city contains a renowned museum of Greco-Roman artifacts.

Of course the students do not spend all their time in the
classroom. Learning takes place as they adapt to their town,
taking the evening passeggiata to enjoy gelato under the stars.
The weekends provide time for guided excursions to Rome
and Vatican City for all of the students. The groups in the
north will visit Florence, Venice and other museum cities. In
the south the excursions include the Amalfi Coast, Tropea,
Reggio Calabria and Taomina in Sicily. Though they do have to
take an exam at the end of their trip, the legions of Centro
Scuola Summer Credit Course students all agree that the
memorable experience is worth every precious moment.

For more information about the Summer Credit Courses
in Italy visit the website

www.centroscuola.ca/summer



The annual concert presentation in honour of Dante will take place on Saturday, April 17, starting at 7:30
p.m. in the Lower Gallery of the Columbus Centre. 

This year the concert will feature music inspired by sections of La Divina Commedia by Dante Alighieri, as
well as compositions based on sonnets by Francesco Petrarca. In recent years, Centro Scuola e Cultura has
sponsored a public recital of Dante’s dramatic poetry to give Toronto audiences the experience (Cont’d on pg. 2)
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This year there will be more locations
than ever for the popular high school
Summer Credit Courses in Italy, offered by
Centro Scuola in partnership with the
Toronto Catholic District School Board and
the York Catholic District School Board. 

Since 1986, thousands of students
from secondary schools in the GTA have
travelled with teachers, supervisors, and
Centro Scuola staff on trips that combine

classes in Italian language, history, and art
with excursions to important sites in Italy.
This year the early enrollment demands
led to an expansion of the locations
available for this unique study experience.

How popular are these courses? Co-
ordinator Annamaria Di Giovanni can
name several families that have sent
brothers and sisters on this trip, as each
sibling reaches grade 10. In the

preparatory meetings held before the final
enrollment, Centro Scuola and school
board staff emphasize the study
requirements of the credit courses. All
students must commit to the course
requirements set by the Ontario Ministry
of Education. The course begins with one
week of daily classes in a Toronto or York
Region classroom. When they relocate to
Italy, the regime of daily classes continues:
three hours every morning, with study
time in the afternoon. What makes the trip
attractive to so many eager students, of
course, are the beautiful locations in towns
that offer a taste of authentic Italian life.

In July, 2010, due to the increased
enrollment, students will be housed in
six different locations. In Abruzzo, the
mountain town of Atri and the seaside
towns of Roseto and Pineto offer students
and teachers the classic contrast of the
pastoral Gran Sasso with the enticing
blue of the Adriatic. Each group of
students spends half of their time in the
mountains, and the other half near the
beach. Calabria offers another location
for the summer course, in the town of
Serra San Bruno, in the province of Vito
Valentia, on the Mediterranean side of
the peninsula. Spoleto, in the Region of
Umbria, gives the student group a special
opportunity to stay in the centre of a
town famous for the Festival of Two
Worlds, a highly (Cont’d on pg. 3)

© 2010 Villa Charities Inc. All rights
reserved. 

La Cultura is published three times a
year by Villa Charities under the editorial
direction of Centro Scuola e Cultura
Italiana 

Director of Cultural Arts/Centro Scuola –
Alberto Di Giovanni

Articles provided by – 
Caroline Morgan Di Giovanni

Contact us:

Centro Scuola e Cultura Italiana
Columbus Centre
901 Lawrence Avenue West
Suite 212
Toronto, ON M6A 1C3

T: 416-789-4970
F: 416-789-4246

info@centroscuola.ca

www.centroscuola.ca

Lina Wertmuller Retrospective
Italian film series continues with popular support

CORO VERDI CONCERT
The Coro Giuseppe Verdi presents a concert version of Il
Trovatore by Giuseppe Verdi.  
Date: April 16 and 18, 2010  
Place: Columbus Centre – Lower Gallery
For more information or tickets call 416-789-7011 ext.
250.

CONTACT PHOTOGRAPHY FESTIVAL
ST. JEAN DE BREBEUF

Date: May 3 to June 1, 2010
Place: Carrier Gallery – lobby
For more information contact 416-789-7011 ext. 300

CENTRO SCUOLA/COLUMBUS CENTRE SCHOOL
OF SCHOOL OF DANCE YEAR-END SHOW
This year’s annual Centro Scuola/Columbus Centre School
of School of Dance year-end show will feature the students
of  ballet and modern dance in a three act performance
showcasing a vast variety of dance disciplines and guest
performers.
Date: June 12, 2010 
Place: St. Lawrence Theatre
For more information call 416-789-7011 ext. 280.

CENTRO SCUOLA ITALIAN CLASSES YEAR-END SHOW
Students from the Saturday morning Italian classes will show-
case the language skills they have perfected over the past year.
Date: June 12, 2010 
Place: Dante Alighieri Secondary School
For more information call 416-789-7011 ext. 250

The fifth edition of the annual Italian cinema series continued this year,
presented by Centro Scuola e Cultura Italiana, the Dante Society of Toronto, and
the Istituto Italiano di Cultura. The series featured the works of Italian Lina
Wertmuller, one of the few female film directors to gain, and sustain, international
prominence for her extensive career. 

The Wertmuller reputation brought packed houses to the auditorium at Dante
Alighieri Academy at on Playfair Avenue, neighbour to Villa Colombo, every
Thursday night from Feb. 14 through to March 4, 2010. Even bad weather did not
deter fans ready to watch Giancarlo Giannini once again in the delightful Mimi
metallurgico ferito nell’onore (1972), or in Travolti da un insolito destino
nell’azzurro mare d’agosto /Swept Away (1974). One of the most popular and
enduring shows in the series was Ciao, Professore! (1992) entitled in Italian Io
speriamo che me la cavo. Another well-known film, Pasqualino Settebellezze/ Seven
Beauties (1975) gained Wertmuller a number of Oscar nominations, including a nod
as Best Director, the first woman

to be nominated in this category. 

Arcangela Felice Assunta
Wertmuller von Elgg Spanol von

Braueich was born in Rome in 1928.
She studied theatre at the Accademia

Pietro Sharoff, and after graduation in
1951, she toured Italy for 10 years with

a puppet theatre company. Her first
important film experience came when she

assisted the great Federico Fellini in the
making of 8 ½ (1963).  This helped to

launch her own career as a filmmaker with a
very distinct style. The long Wertmuller

catalogue lists films with distinctive titles, witty
dialogue, and a certain political edge. She has

been described as a feminist and also an anti-
feminist.  In short, she is an artist with her own

style, putting her talent on display in 23 films from
1963 through to 2004. 

The final showing in the Centro Scuola/ IIC/
Dante Society cinema series this year was Ferdinando
e Carolina (1999). 
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