
Some surprises are worth the wait – and guests

at this year’s Venetian Ball will be glad they did!

An exclusive performance by a world-renowned

musician has just been confirmed. Want to know

who our mystery performer is?  You’ll

have to attend the 2010 Venetian

Ball on Saturday, October 16,

2010 at the Metro Toronto

Convention Centre to 

find out.

Co-chairs of the 17th annual

gala, James Di Luca and

Steven Muzzo have been hard

at work with their volunteer

committee, securing sponsors and

ensuring that the much

anticipated Venetian Ball will dazzle

guests with celebrity sightings,

magnificent masks, delectable cuisine, a

spectacular live auction and show stopping

entertainment that guests won’t soon forget.

“With the help of our committee, this year’s Ball

is shaping up to be the biggest and best yet,”

state Steven and James.  “We are pleased to

announce that, in addition to the International

Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, FIAT S.p.A.,

Morgan Stanley and TRIDEL have also committed

to be presenting sponsors of the 2010 Venetian

Ball.  These companies, as well as numerous

others, have demonstrated their commitment to

the Venetian Ball and Villa Foundation –

and for that, we are extremely grateful as

the proceeds raised will help to

ensure another 40 years of

culturally sensitive care for

our community.”

The staging of the

Venetian Ball is no easy

feat - months of planning

go into this blockbuster

event.  Westbury National

Show Solutions and Forget

Me Not Flowers will again

lend their expertise to ensure the Ball

goes off without a hitch, with the perfect

amount of glitz and glamour.

Many of Toronto’s top restaurants have already

confirmed their participation in the antipasto and

dessert receptions with samplings created

especially for the Ball, and Eligio Paties and Chef

Domenico Di Gesù from Trattoria Do’Forni in

Venice (Cont’d on last page of Report to Donors)
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The Living Family Campaign

With our 40th anniversary fast

approaching in 2011, it’s time

to celebrate the promise of a

bright future while paying

tribute to our heritage.  But we

need your help to do so…

As we prepare for the next 40

years of relevant service to our

community, we hope to be

blessed with your continued

support.  Your support of the

Living Family Campaign today

will help us to continue to provide

our culturally sensitive programs

and services for tomorrow.

Living with passion. Today and

tomorrow. Now and forever.

Come share our passion. 

The dedicated members of Team Villa have

been hard at work training for the Venice

Marathon while fundraising for Villa Foundation.

From monthly training sessions with Team Villa

Coach Michael Brennan to running clinics with

coaches Serena Granzotto (Toronto) and Paolo

Fiorino (Vaughan), the team is passionate

about their journey to Venice.

On April 25, 2010, members of Team Villa

participated in the Mercedes Benz 10K in

Oakville.  This sub-program encouraged

members of Team Villa to kick-start their

training and it also allowed runners, like Nick

Schiralli and Barbara Pannese, who were not

part of the Team to participate in the 10K and

learn more about the Team Villa program.

“At first when we saw what a miserable day it

was we were almost going to bail, but we

persevered and ended up running one of our

best times,” states Nick.  “We also had the

privilege of meeting some fellow runners and

Columbus Centre members, so all in all it

turned out to be a very inspirational day for a

very worthwhile cause,” states Barb.  

Team Villa came to be in 2008 when two very

proud Italo-Canadians, Pino Correale and

Frank Ciccolini Jr. – both seasoned

marathoners, walked into Villa Foundation’s

office and said they would like to do

something different to help raise funds for

Villa Foundation.  Team Villa’s inaugural

voyage to the 2009 Rome Marathon was a

huge success.

Today, Team Villa has almost doubled in size

and has become an annual destination

sporting event where runners participate in a

different marathon across Italy each year. The

2010 Team Villa, under the direction of co-

chairs Frank Ciccolini and Tony Gentilucci, will

again have two goals: to participate in the

25th anniversary of the Venice Marathon on

October 24, 2010  and to raise much needed

support for Villa Foundation.

Every member of Team Villa has an online

fundraising page – visit

www.villacharities.com to pledge our runners

as they work hard to raise funds for essential

Villa Charities services.

Follow us on Facebook!

Read the Team Villa Blog -

http://teamvilla2010.blogspot.com/

Venice is coming to Toronto

Team Villa: Training and fundraising for Villa Foundation
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The 3rd annual An Afternoon Affair – a celebration

of women, exclusively for women in support of Villa

Foundation, took place on June 13, 2010.  

Event chair Gina Scola

welcomed over 200

women to the Park Hyatt

Toronto, to enjoy

traditional afternoon tea

while listening to special

presentations by Bryce

Wylde, Dr. Lisa Kellet,

Gina Mollicone-Long and

Debbie Van Kiekebelt, on

the theme of the event -

outer beauty and inner

strength, moderated by

broadcaster Laura Di

Battista.  

Guests were also treated to an exclusive look at the

newest Ports 1961 collection; a sneak peak of Rita

Tesolin’s newest jewellery creations and one luck lady

won a $1000 shopping spree at Bandiera Jewellers.

Approximately $35,000 was raised to benefit Villa

Charities’ newest daycare located in Centro

Abruzzo which opened in October 2008.  This

much-needed third

daycare will continue

the tradition of the

Columbus Centre

Daycare – a unique

brand of childcare that

blends together

programs that ensure

proper early childhood

development while

celebrating Italian

passion through culture

and traditions.    

Grazie - thank you to

everyone who made An

Afternoon Affair an elegant and successful event!

For a complete list of sponsor acknowledgements,

please see the next page of Report to Donors.

On May 30, 2010, approximately 100 cycling

enthusiasts came out for the first ride of the season

and shared our Italian passion by participating in

the 5th annual Giro T.O.  

During breakfast,

registration and lots of

espresso at Columbus

Centre, Toronto mayoral

candidates Rocco Rossi

and Sarah Thompson

greeted riders and

wished them well on

their journey through

the streets of Toronto

and Vaughan.  After the

opening ceremonies,

bike enthusiasts, family

members and corporate teams tackled the city

streets in one of three routes: the long route

(100km), the short route (60km) or the family route

(15km).  

Girini cycled the city streets in a route that mimicked

the shape of the Italian boot, visiting the noted

Italian areas in Toronto and Vaughan.  And what

would an Italian ride be without rest stops along the

way serving delicious and refreshing Italian fare!

Mayoral candidate Joe Pantalone cheered on the

riders at the College Street rest stop, and the

popular polenta and sausage rest stop at Famee

Furlane fuelled riders at the half-way point. 

All participants successfully completed Giro T.O.

and enjoyed a delicious BBQ with post-ride

festivities, complete with the traditional bowl of

pasta fagioli at the Columbus Centre.

Congratulations to Arrigo Rossi who was awarded

the Maglia Rosa for

collecting the most

pledges for the 2010

Giro T.O.  And a special

shout out to Joe

Raimondo for being the

first girino back at the

Columbus Centre.

With the generous help

of riders and corporate

sponsors, approximately

$32,000 was raised to

help the Villa Charities

family of organizations

continue their 40-year history of providing

culturally sensitive care and making a difference in

the quality of life for the seniors in our community. 

This year’s edition of Giro T.O. had an extra special

meaning – it was dedicated to John LiVolsi, a long-

time member at Columbus Centre who passed away

earlier in the year.  John’s family was in attendance

and announced a special donation in his memory.

Thank you to everyone who participated and

helped to make the 5th annual Giro a fun-filled day.

Grazie to all our 2010 sponsors – for a complete list

of sponsor acknowledgements, please see the next

page of Report to Donors.

The 2010 Giro T.O. - cycling Italian style

An Afternoon Affair to remember

L-R; Vivian Catricala, Lisa Alfieri-Sladen, Gina Scola - Chair,
Julie Rusciolelli and Teresa Chong 



On June 22, 2010, over 200 guests celebrated

la famiglia italiana at the Villa Foundation

Father’s Day Golf Classic and Father & Son

Dinner Celebration, a day that blended

together a glorious afternoon on the golf

course (Italian-style, of course!) with an

elegant dinner all about dad.  Rainy

weather didn’t put a damper on the over

128 golfers who hit the green at Eagles

Nest Golf Course.  In fact, golfers were kept

busy at the porchetta station, the Miss

Martini sampling tent and the espresso

stop, giving their swings a little extra kick.  

In the evening, another 120 guests joined

other families for the annual Father Son

dinner, where NHL legend Andy Bathgate

shared his insights on our national

obsession (hockey, of course!) and his life

experiences as a world renowned sports star

and family man.  Guests were kept busy

with a live auction, raffle and 50/50 cash

draw.  Fausto Gaudio of IC Savings won the

50/50 draw and generously donated his

winnings to Villa Foundation. 

Approximately $70,000 was raised to help

Villa Charities continue its 40 year history of

providing culturally sensitive care and

sharing the Italian passion that makes a

difference in the community.

During the evening festivities, a surprise

announcement was made by Rudolph Bratty

and Anthony Fusco Sr. – who have been

instrumental in the growth of Villa

Charities over the past 40 years and

continue to be involved today – pledged

their financial support to start off the

Living Family Campaign - Villa

Foundation’s newest capital campaign

being undertaken to meet the

unprecedented level of demand for our

programs, services and facilities as our

community continues to grow and to

help us prepare for the next 40 years of

service to the community.

Mille grazie to all our generous sponsors

and in-kind donors.  For a complete list of

sponsor acknowledgements, please see the

page below. 

Villa Foundation Father’s Day Golf Classic and Father & Son Dinner

Grazie - thank you to all our special event sponsors!  
Your support is key to the success of our events!  For a complete listing of all of our event sponsors, please visit

www.villacharities.com and click on Special Events.

Giro T.O. - May 29, 2010
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L-R; Chair Joe Fusco with his son and nephew. 



Thank you - Grazie to our Donors

Please note, all efforts are made to ensure proper acknowledgement of each donor at time of printing. If we have omitted your name or incorrectly spelled your name, please
accept our apologies and contact the Foundation office at 416-789-7011, ext. 307. 

A heart-felt thank you to the following individuals and corporations that have made a donation of $100 or more to Villa Charities Foundation
during the period March 1, 2010 to June 30, 2010. 
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The Trees of Life stand tall in Piazza Bartolini at Villa Colombo. They are magnificent bronze and brass sculptures and are a way to pay tribute to beloved family members and friends while supporting Villa Foundation.  
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Grazie to the Presenting Sponsors of the 2010 Venetian Ball

(Venetian Ball - Cont’d from Pg.1) will be returning to help create an

authentic menu for guests to enjoy, which may include something

from the menu Chef Domenico prepared when he was chosen to be

the personal chef for Angelina Jolie and Brad Pitt during their recent

stay in Venice.

With master impressionist Rich Little set to introduce the 2010

surprise performer and Simply Grand keeping guests dancing – you

know to anticipate a once-in-a-lifetime experience.  From the first

walk down the red carpet to the last spin on the dance floor, the

2010 Venetian Ball will entertain and delight guests all night long!  

Don’t miss this incredible opportunity to support Villa Foundation -

reserve your corporate table today!  For more information on the

Venetian Ball, contact the Foundation office at 416-789-7011 ext.

242 or www.villacharities.com


